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Abstract:

This study sheds light on the history of the city of Derna, from 1488 AD in the late fifteenth
century, until 1630 AD at the beginning of the fourth decade of the seventeenth century. That
1s, about a century and a half. The researcher began it with an objective introduction in which
he explained the difficulties he faced during this period of time, due to the lack of historical
sources, then he explained the importance of the geographical location, followed by a historical
introduction in which he explained the most important stations during the Roman, Byzantine
and Islamic eras, then the emergence of the city at the beginning of the modern era thanks to
the arrival of groups of Andalusian and Moroccan pilgrims in the late fifteenth century AD.
This study seeks to search for some historical sources for the mentioned time period, to learn
through them about the most important events that constitute the focal points in forming a
picture that is closer to the truth, after finding some historical sources that may contribute
greatly to expanding the scope of our knowledge of the history of this city, by adding about a
century and a half and returning to the date of the emergence and formation of the city in
conjunction with the beginning of the modern era in Libyan history. Despite limited
information, in general, it can be said through this study that the city of Derna began to show
its geographical and commercial importance, in addition to the fact that it became a social
cultural influence, and a center of attraction for immigrants and those seeking opportunities, at
an early time in modern Libyan history, which the researcher is trying to confirm through this
study in this regard. Keywords: Derna, Andalusians, Foundation, Modern Libyan history.
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Una cronaca scritta in arabo nella prima meta del nostro secolo, presa da notizie raccolte e
tramandate di padre in figlio, ed ora custodita da un dotto di Derna Hagd Ahmeda Meccaui
(Meccaui significa oriundo della Mecca), rac- conta che verso il 910 dell'Egira, 1493 dell'éra
nostra, alcune famiglie dell'An- dalusia, ramingando per 1'Africa settentrionale, giunsero a
questa breve pianura, che si stende fra la catena dell'Aguba ed il mare, e che, allettati dalla
bellezza e fertilita del luogo, vi si stabilirono. La cronaca dice che gli Andalusi vi trova- rono
un povero villaggio, composto di capanne fatte con arbusti, e pochi abi- tanti; che questi se la
intesero presto coi nuovi venuti, i quali vi fabbricarono case e due belle chiese.
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