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The Religious Dimension in the Russian-Ukrainian War
2022 A

Abstract.

This study addressed the religious role in the Russian-Ukrainian war, attempting to trace the
historical development of Russian-Ukrainian relations, with a focus on the religious aspect in
relation to the Russian Church's relationship with the Ukrainian Church, and Russian fears of
the return of the Khazar state and, consequently, Russian obstruction of the displacement of
Jews to Ukraine and its Judaization. The study attempted to explore the religious dimension of
the Russian-Ukrainian war and analyze the impact of religion on the conflict between the two
countries, focusing on the historical religious relations of the Russian-Ukrainian war and the
history of tensions and wars in the region. The main and influential religions in Ukraine were
analyzed, as well as the influence of religion on national and political identity and the role of
churches, religious institutions, and religious leaders in escalating the conflict. The study also
reviewed the religious transformations in Ukraine after the war and the future challenges and
opportunities for religious relations between the two countries. The study concluded that
religion is one of the factors that continues to have a clear impact on international relations in
general, and that the Russian-Ukrainian conflict is partly centered on the religious conflict
between the two churches, with each side attempting to give the conflict a religious character,
even if this is not publicly apparent. Since the study was based on the fundamental premise that
the religious dimension of the Russian-Ukrainian war is a major cause of the complexity of the
crisis and the intensification of the conflict, it used a historical approach and analytical
methodology.
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