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The Application of Ad-Dabt (Precision) by Ibn Abd al-Barr — Regarding
the Muddarib (Unstable) Hadith in At-Tamheed: (A Case Study)

Dr. Masoud Obaid Al-Mahdi Mansour

Abstract.

This research sheds light on the concept of Ad-Dabt (precision in narration), the means of
recognizing it, and the reasons related to impugning a narrator that lead to a deficiency in Ad-
Dabt according to Ibn Abd al-Barr, such as poor memory, frequent errors, mistakes, negligence,
and delusion. The most significant reason is contradicting reliable narrators (thigat) and the
types of hadith arising from a deficiency in Ad-Dabt, exemplified by the Muddarib (unstable)
hadith. The study concludes that Ad-Dabt is an essential pillar of narration, and a flaw in it most
often leads to the narration being deemed inauthentic and thus not used as a proof. This confirms
Ibn Abd al-Barr's methodology in critiquing the precision of narrators and in protecting the
Sunnah. Ibn Abd al-Barr's ruling on the Muddarib hadith is that it is weak due to the instability
of its narration, unless the instability is related to the names or lineages of reliable narrators, or
if one narration can be favored over the others. In such cases, the instability is not a cause for
the hadith's weakness.
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