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Abstract.

This research paper attempted to shed light on the study the role of the military institution in
the Libyan political system from 1969 to 2011. It focused on the emergence of the Libyan
military institution since 1940, and the subsequent establishment of military colleges through
the period of change in the Libyan political regime in 1969. The study was based on the
analytical description of the relationship between the military institution and the civilian
institution by tracking time periods during which the political structures in Libya changed
through different stations. It began with the Revolutionary Command Council assuming the
reins of sovereignty and legislation in 1969 until 1972, in which the organization of the Socialist
Union was established and in which the head of the Revolutionary Command Council assumed
the presidency of the Socialist Union, which represented the highest authority in Libya. Then
the Libyan political system changed in 1977 to expand the base of political participation, and
revolutionary legitimacy was given to Colonel Muammar Gaddafi in 1990, which retained him
in his capacity as Supreme Commander of the Armed Forces in exercising the right of
sovereignty and legislation and representing Libya in international forums until 2011. The study
analyzed the role of the military institution according to the change in political structures in
Libya during each period.
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! Adedeji Ebo, Toward a code of conduct for Armed and security Forces in Africa: opportunities challenge,
Geneva, Policy paper, (Geneva center for the Democratic control of armed forces, March 2005), P.2.
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