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Abstract.

The Opium War is considered one of the most important wars in Chinese history. It took place
in the mid-19th century and saw China embroiled in a bloody conflict known as the Opium
Wars. Some historians describe it as the dirtiest war in history due to Britain's use of opium
against China. The introduction of opium into China and it's spread in its markets led to the
deterioration of the health and morals of Chinese society. This situation led to the decline of
traditional handicraft industries on which Chinese society depended and their replacement with
modern European goods, thereby increasing European exports and their entry into the Chinese
market. The Europeans, especially Britain, forced China to open its ports to European trade,
and Britain obtained privileges similar to those enjoyed by Europe. Although China opened
many ports to British goods, they did not sell well in Chinese markets because the Chinese
preferred local goods due to their low prices, while British goods were expensive. For this
reason, British goods lost out to Chinese goods because British goods were expensive. This
caused Britain to suffer heavy losses, as it spent huge sums of money on ships to transport goods
to China. Britain wanted to compensate for these losses, so it secretly introduced opium into
the Chinese market by dealing with some Chinese merchants in exchange for money. Opium
spread rapidly, so the Chinese government took strict measures against the promotion of this
substance. Britain intervened in a military conflict with the Chinese government. This conflict
was known as the First Opium War and took place between 1839 and 1842 between China and
Britain. The main reason for the outbreak of the war was that China faced a suffocating moral
and economic crisis represented by the spread of the illegal opium trade practiced by English
merchants through the East India Company. In 1839, the Chinese government decided to
confront this disaster by burning its opium stockpile, which British merchants had stored in the
Guangzhou region, and confiscating 1,400 tons of the substance. This move did not please
Britain, which was seeking huge profits from the opium trade. As tensions between the two
countries escalated over the illegal opium trade, an incident occurred in July 1839 that sparked
the war. A British merchant rioted in a Chinese village, resulting in the death of a villager.
Beijing demanded that the perpetrators be handed over for trial, but the London government
refused. With tensions between China and Britain escalating, the First Opium War broke out in
1839. Hostilities began when a British warship bombarded Chinese cities, and the British East
India Company attacked the Chinese coast and seized Canton and other ports without waiting
for any talks with the Chinese side. They also demanded payment for the opium they had seized
and began firing their cannons at Chinese ships, sinking many of them. China lost the First
Opium War due to its misjudgment of the strength of the British navy, its lack of unified
national resistance, and its lack of modern weapons. As history shows, it was forced to accept
a treaty known as the Treaty of Tang King Anakin Treaty, which was signed on August 29,
1842, and stated:

1. Payment of substantial compensation for war losses and the cost of opium destroyed.

2. Surrender of Hong Kong and its surroundings to the British as an economic, political, and
military base for Britain.

3. Opening of five important ports to British trade.

4. Use special British courts to try British nationals and other provisions of the treaty, the
most important of which is that import taxes on foreign products should not exceed 5%
of their value.

In the aftermath of the first war, conflicting emotions prevailed in China as the country
faced the bitter effects of defeat and had to adapt to the terms of the Treaty of Nanking, which
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increased tensions and exacerbated the situation. The new British demands were to open all
Chinese ports to European trade, reduce tariffs on British products, and legalize the opium trade.
These demands sparked widespread anger in China, and in 1856, Britain and France launched
a war against China known as the Second Opium War. It was even more brutal and bloody,
with British and French forces occupying Beijing and burning down the Imperial Palace. At
that time, China was still suffering from the effects of the First Opium War and did not possess
the modern weapons that Britain and France had. Britain did not begin its military operations
with France until late 1858. British and French forces quickly seized Canton, and in August
1856, when Meng Nian, the deputy emperor, seized the ship Arrow, which was owned by a
Chinese man working under British protection due to illegal activities carried out by some
Chinese, the allied forces bombarded the Chinese governor's headquarters and seized the forts
defending Canton. The British and French then moved the battlefield closer to the ports of
Beijing and forced the Chinese government to sign a new, unfair treaty, the Treaty of Tientsin,
in 1850. This treaty legalized the opium trade, allowed free travel through China on missionary
trips, welcomed European diplomats, imposed a customs duty of no more than 20.5% on
international trade within China, and granted Britain a piece of land off the island of Hong
Kong. Later, the Chinese signed the Treaty of Beijing, in which they agreed to abide by the
terms of the Treaty of Tiassan, and the British ceded the western part of the island of (Kowloon)
and allowing European merchants to conduct business within China without having to pay
transit taxes, and Russia's purchase of parts of northeastern China and Russia's seizure of parts
of northeastern China. As a result of these treaties, China suffered loss and humiliation at the
hands of the West and Russia, and colonial influence grew within it. The country became a
hotbed of exploitation and plunder as a result of the penetration efforts of British, French, and
Russian interests. China established a new era of relations with the West during the First and
Second Opium Wars and the opening of Chinese ports.

Keywords: Opium, China, England, trade, Canton.
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% Wolfgang Keller Carol H. Shiue, (2023), THE ECONOMIC CONSEQUENCES OF THE OPIUM WAR,
Previous reference, p.36.
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28 Allen, Robert C., Jean-Pascal Bassino, Debin Ma, Christine Moll-Murata, and Jan Luiten Van Zanden (2011),
"Wages, prices, and living standards in China, 1738-1925: in comparison with Europe, Japan, and India",
Economic History Review 64, S1, pp. 8-38.

29 Feyrer, James, Erin Mansur, and Bruce Sacerdote (2020), "Geographic Dispersion of Economic Shocks:
Evidence from the Fracking Revolution: Reply", American Economic Review 110(6), pp: 1914-20.
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