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Guardians of the Throne in the Hellenistic Era

Dr. Atiya Ibrahim Momen
(Faculty Member, University of Benghazi, Libya)
attiafrek@gmail.com

Abstract: During the Hellenistic period, many thrones were occupied by minor kings or
children. In such cases, guardians controlled the state's decisions without any real oversight
from the legitimate king, allowing them to direct the kingdom's domestic and foreign policies.
Although the king represented the symbolic power of the throne and the legal right, the actual
leadership lay with the guardian who controlled the authority. Sometimes, this led to increased
internal problems and reduced political stability, significantly affecting the kingdom's ability to
confront external threats. However, in some cases, reliance on others helped strengthen the
kingdom's stability. This article analyzes how the role of the guardian in the Hellenistic era
affected the internal political system of the Hellenistic kingdoms, particularly the gap between
the kings' symbolic authority and the guardians' actual leadership. The research also seeks to
analyze the political impact of the guardian's seizure of power and the kingdom's ability to
confront internal and external crises.

Keywords: Guardianship, guardians, Hellenistic kingdoms, Cleopatra, Ptolemaic Kingdom,
Egypt.
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