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Abstract.

This study aims to highlight the evolution of the Hadith criticism methodology during the era
of the Tabi'un (Successors) and their followers (Atba' al-Tabi'un). These two eras represent the
foundational stages of Isnad (chain of narration) criticism, triggered by the emergence of
successive tribulations (Fitnas) and factions promoting falsehood. In response to this fierce
onslaught against the Prophetic Sunnah, the leading scholars of these generations sought to
verify the authenticity of both the narrator and the narrated content. Furthermore, the study
sheds light on the pivotal role of Imam Shu’bah ibn al-Hajjaj (d. 160 AH), whom critics regard
as the most significant turning point in the history of Hadith criticism. He transitioned the field
from spontaneous verification—primarily focused on a narrator's honesty or dishonesty—into
a systematic inspection based on rigorous principles of authentication (Tashih), hidden defect
analysis (Ta’lil), and disparagement and empowerment (Jarh wa Ta’dil). Shu’bah introduced a
precise criterion later known as Dabt (accuracy/retention), which focuse on the precision of
memory and the absence of error. Through unprecedented rigor, he succeeded in shifting Hadith
criticism from merely rejecting liars to scrutinizing the unintended mistakes of trustworthy
narrators. In doing so, he laid the foundation for the sciences of Jarh wa Ta’dil and ‘Ilal (hidden
defects), upon which the authentic Sunnah is built, earning him the prestigious title: Amir al-
Mu'minin (Commander of the Faithful) in Hadith.

Keywords: Hadith Criticism, Era of the Tabi'un, Shu’bah ibn al-Hajjaj.
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